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Principal's Message 



 



Well we had our first week of fall rain and I think we all remembered how important it is to have those 

extra clothes and waterproof clothing available. However, we ended our week with beautiful, warm 

sunshine. I saw classes exploring the garden, discovering and learning about snakes, organizing and 

creating inventory on all of our new math bins and enjoying the imaginative play together during lunch 

time. I hope you all have a restful and relaxing weekend.  

Alison 

Our Staff 

 

We have officially come to the end of September and we are finally starting to feel the daily flow of our 

school community at work. Although we are still looking to fill a few support teacher roles we have most 

of our staff in place. Our newest addition to the staff is Ms. Whitney Johansen and she will be teacher 

Div. 2 our grade 1-4 class. 

Here is our staff community's names and roles: 

Teaching staff: 

Division 1 (grade 3-7) Joseph Adams 

Division 2 (grade 1-4) Whitney Johansen 

Division 3 (K/1) Lisa Newburg 

Division 4 (K) Laureen O'Neill 



Division 5 (K) Shawna Thomas 

EA's: 

Tara Mcleod (After school care) 

Rebecca Ollinger (Noonhour Supervisor) 

Melanie Kozma (Before School Care 

Arlene Chesney (After school care) 

Vacant position to be filled 

Indigenous Support Worker: 

Cecil Price 

Cousellor: 

Susanna Longridge 

Speech and Language: 

Michelle Andrews 

Office: 

Ann-Marie Braithwaite: Secretary 

Alison Leslie: Principal  

National Day of Truth and Reconciliation 

This upcoming Monday, September 29th is the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation. This day is to 

observe, support and bring awareness of the generational and cultural impact that residential schools 

had on our Indigenous People of Canada. Please feel free to come down to Duncan this Monday to 

support 2024's Every Child Matters Walk.  



2024 Every Child Matters Walk 

 



Sign in/Out 

 

It's important that when you arrive late to the school or you are here onsite to pick up or visit to 

please stop in at the office to sign in. This allows Ann-Marie and I to know who is on site at any given 

time.  



Canadian Dental Plan 

 

Please see the information below for the new Canadian Dental Plan.  



CDCP Postcard 

 

 



How to apply for CDCP online info graphic 

 



Cowichan Valley School District Strategic Plan Feedback 

 

The Cowichan Valley School District is asking for Parent/Caregiver feedback on the 2025-2030 Strategic 

Plan goals. Below is a link to 3 engagement questions to give insight and voice from the 

Parents/Caregivers.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=02sGLFxjPkyK6RzKdeIbS5iPj1Umlg5Jm6FEC-

nzjzVUQldSUzhBVUxTODJSNUM5RjlFREkxOFg1WC4u 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=02sGLFxjPkyK6RzKdeIbS5iPj1Umlg5Jm6FEC-nzjzVUQldSUzhBVUxTODJSNUM5RjlFREkxOFg1WC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=02sGLFxjPkyK6RzKdeIbS5iPj1Umlg5Jm6FEC-nzjzVUQldSUzhBVUxTODJSNUM5RjlFREkxOFg1WC4u


Important Dates 

 

Monday, September 30: Truth and Reconciliation Day: No school for students 

Thursday, October 3: 1 hour early dismissal: students dismissed at 1:13  

Monday, October 7: School Photo's  

Monday, October 7: PAC meeting 6:30-8:00 

Monday, October 14:  Thanksgiving: No school for students 

Friday, October 25: Pro D day: No school for students 

Thursday, October 31: Halloween 



Contact Us 

 

Alison Leslie 

Principal 

amleslie@sd79.bc.ca 

 

Ann-Marie Braithwaite 

Head Secretary 

millbayheadsecretary@sd79.bc.ca 

Office Phone: 250-743-5504 

   

 

Visit our website for calendar and other happenings around the school:    

https://natureschool.sd79.bc.ca/ 

 . 
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